Much Birch C.E. V.C. Primary School

Music Policy

Introduction

This school recognises the value of music in developing the "whole child" in education.  Music can enrich pupils' lives and develop important skills which can be transferred to other areas of the curriculum. These skills include listening, concentration, creativity, perseverance and the development of self‑confidence.  Music is a foundation subject of the National Curriculum and all pupils have the opportunity to develop their ability through the provision provided by the music curriculum.  Although music is a subject which is taught in its own right, cross-curricular links are explored whenever possible.

Aims

Through our music teaching we aim:

· To develop pupils' understanding and enjoyment of music.

· To provide as many opportunities for performance in front of an audience as possible to give children confidence and to help them become accustomed to performing. 

· To enable pupils to appreciate a variety of styles of music from different times and cultures.
· To provide all pupils with basic musical skills so that they can be actively involved in music‑making.

· To develop pupils' listening skills, to enable them to discriminate between different sounds and make judgements of musical quality.

· To develop pupils' understanding of the vocabulary of music.

· To provide a variety of learning experiences so that all pupils are given the opportunity to develop their individual musical ability.

The Teaching of Music and the National Curriculum

The Music curriculum contains three main areas: Performing, Composing and Appraising. 

Performing:  Pupils may perform as a whole school or class, in groups, or individually. The voice or instruments may be used.  Pupils perform a wide variety of compositions, including ones which may be written by them selves.  Performances are presented to an audience, which may be the class, the wider school or family and friends.Since October 2023, pupils now have an option to do a ‘solo signup on a weekly basis; this means they sign up to play a solo in assembly in front of an audience. 
Composing:  Pupils compose individually or in groups.  They devise, arrange and improve compositions.  Pupils record their ideas in progress, and when they have finished their composition.

Appraising:  Pupils listen to and appraise a wide range of different kinds of music.  They are helped to understand how sounds are made and organised e.g. through the use of musical elements and structures.  They look at how music is produced e.g. through the use of instruments, and different musical processes including relevant symbols and notations.  They study how music is influenced by time and place e.g. how it can be affected by the venue, occasion and purpose.  Pupils judge and evaluate performances and compositions. 

These three areas are interwoven so that the learning derived from each serves to reinforce the learning in the others.  All activities build upon pupils’ previous experiences and achievements, from the Early Years through Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

All pupils have access to the Music curriculum.  Children with special needs will have their needs catered for by the allocation of an appropriate instrument and task. 

Organisation

Each class teacher is responsible for the teaching of music in his or her class, although the lesson may well be delivered by an experienced HLTA. The school uses the scheme of work “Charanga” to deliver the majority of lessons.
The school uses 
The units of work contained in “Charanga” provide comprehensive coverage of the necessary musical elements, and also give opportunities for listening and appraising.  The teachers notes and guidance on Charanga form the basis for individual lesson plans, no written plans are needed.
Music forms an integral part of our daily act of worship, when the children sing and listen to an extract of music.  The weekly hymn practice also provides the opportunity for the children to concentrate on the quality of sounds they produce both vocally and on tuned and untuned percussion.

Pupils are given the opportunity to learn the violin, piano, ukulele, guitar, clarinet or saxophone with specialist peripatetic teachers.

Pupils are given the opportunity to learn the recorder at after-school clubs.

Resources

Resources are stored centrally and include:

· Tuned instruments such as different types of recorders, glockenspiel, chime bars and xylophone. The school has a set of 16 glockenspiels which  are needed for the majority of music lessons on Charanga.  
· Class boxes of untuned percussion instruments – one Key Stage One box and two Key Stage Two boxes.

· A variety of song and hymn books.

· BBC tapes, Teachers’ notes and pupils’ song books.

· A selection of  CDs chosen to provide pupils with the opportunity to experience as wide a range of music as possible.

ICT Opportunities

Children can use microphones and Audacity to record live audio. Black Cat Compose is available for composition work. Flip cameras are also used to record musical presentations. Performances can be uploaded to ‘Seesaw’ so parents can view performances in class. 
All pupils are taught the correct use and care of instruments.

Cross-Curricular Links

These are extensive and include the following:

· Literacy ‑ developing the vocabulary of music, discussing compositions and different types of music, using music to stimulate creative writing, reading poems and stories aloud with a musical accompaniment composed by pupils, developing skills in listening, understanding the structure of a piece of music and how this compares with the structure of a story.

· Maths ‑ research has shown that music (including singing) improves children's mathematical skills. More specific links with maths include counting beats and understanding rhythm, developing skills in concentration and thinking.

· Science ‑ a significant part of the science curriculum is exploring sounds and how they can be changed, understanding vibrations and how different instruments work.

· History ‑ pupils learn about the different types of music and how musical instruments developed through the ages.  They also listen to and perform music from different times e.g. Tudor times and World War Two.
· Art\Technology ‑ music can be used as a stimulus for art work. Art can be produced to be displayed at musical productions.

· P.E. ‑ playing musical instruments improves children's co‑ordination.  Children also respond to music in dance lessons.
· Geography ‑ pupils experience music from different cultures including English, Spanish and Indian.

Assessment and Reporting

Assessment through the key stages is on-going and is performed by the class teacher.  Children’s work is evaluated during classroom discussion both with individuals and with groups.  Children’s progress and attainment may also be monitored in the form of observation in performance or observation in class activities.  

Children are encouraged to critically evaluate their own work, and that of others, to talk about it and modify it where they recognise the need for change.

Parental and Community Involvement

The school choir gives a performanc once every term to the parents  
Parents are asked to give their full support and encouragement to their children when they are learning to play instruments.

Parents and friends of the school are warmly invited to special occasions including the school Harvest Festival and Christmas concert.

